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About the Teacher

Education

O BAin Elementary Education (University of Northern Colorado)
d  MA in Curriculum and Pedagogy (University of Colorado at Denver)

Career Background

A 3rd Grade Teacher

A Middle School Teacher: Various Schools-Science and STEM
Director

A 2nd year at Ben Franklin Academy

Interests

[ Traveling, movies, family



Syllabus:

(In lab books and on homework website.

[Ben Franklin Academy
8th Grade Physical Science
2023-2024 Course Syllabus
Warren Astler
wastler@bfacadem™ -— =+
Eighth-grade physical science provides an overview of the physical world and allows students tools and concepts to think clearly
about motion, forees, energy, heal transfer waves, sound light, magnetism, and electricty. Eighth graders vill be required to
“170 Project,” betwe or entry
into a STEM competition.
ONE . ic Radiation
August 16-November 15 e Sound
o Light
TWO e Electricity
~PLEASE NOTE~ Nowmber 16Februay 28 | o i
As science is never . {Motion
o Laws of Motion
*  Work, Simple Machines and Power
mmeetms in re-l llfe, 2
THREE | o Forcel and Fluids
to lurmnglwwd:e February 29-May 24 .
sciences work together. . Eﬂerw Resources
Thermal Energy
* Science Now Presentations
TN R HONAL : MA‘m dividual and e
instructon, and ndividual and group presentations il regularly.
ORGANIZATION ©  Labs (virtual and hands-on), STE to content
emphasized
o StrtUp
TYPICAL DAILY AGENDA | * P
o Closing
< ot cach thes poltly and Kindy
LAB EXPECTATIONS 8 eapsctlly
©  Beprepared for class
«  Workfrom “Bell to Bell”
©  Make a sincere effort in your work and decorum
©  Requesthelpifyou
. Solve conflict with care and respect
< Followall school s and polices s stated nthe student handbook
«  Onestudent ata time to the restroom.
POLICIES and e Beontimeforclass
.
PROCEDURES ©  Working voice level only...no loud voices
«  NoCell phones in class
. No in
. Initial this
CONSEQUENCES misbehavior will result in one of the actions lsted below:
Vel Warsing and StudetTeacher Conference
b, Teacher-directed deten
¢ Parent otincationva emal
d. Referral to the appropriate administrator
«  School computers are for school use ONLY. Playing games and/or using
TECHNOLOGY websites and apps may cause computer mﬂmuw
«  Followall ules included in the student
«  NOPHONES/MOBILE DEVICES: If you are using any mobile device without
‘permission, you vill be asked to surrender it until the end of class.

ABSENCES

y
missed.

y
two-day policy)

LATE WORK/EXTRA
CREDIT

Late work i reduced by 20% each day
‘Work cannot be turned in for credit after 4-days

No extra eredit will be given

GRADING and GRADES

'WORK REQUIREMENTS
(The basics)

40%: Quizzes

© " Weekly Cumulative Quizzes
40%: Labs/Projects/Presentations

©  Various labs, projects, and Presentations
10%: Homework

o Anyandall work not completed during class
10%: AED: Attitude, Effort, Decorum:

Participation and behavior (10 points each week)
please do not

grades.

LAB WRITE-UPS:
o Follow format, be neat and organized
te-ups wil lab write-up:

° be partial
PROJECTS:
o Individual and group projects

be given, but you may hom

o
mlM CHALLENGES:

o Follow the engincering dmm format
PRESENTATIONS:

ot
be presented
QU'IZZ'B
Friday (o

Quizes are cumulative
SCIENCE NOW

SCIENCE NOW

ST
vun.mmw
mm or SCIENCE NOW Your

DUE DATES

All due dates will:
o Posted

o
o Verbalized in class
o Postedin Gradelink
S

¥ ¥

COMMUNICATION

your district-issued email icating with teachers
o Wellwrd ils only: Use a proper vatiple: & gostig,
‘your message, and proper closing.
turned i




General Course Information

* Basic Work

m Weekly Quizzes (Cumulative) (40%)
m Labs/Projects/Presentations (40%)
_
_

Classwork/Homework (10%)
AED:Attitude Effort and Decorum (10%)



““Science Now”’ Project

Students in eighth grade science are required to complete a project
called “Science Now.”
Four Options:

m Science Now Video

m Science Now STEAM Expo Style

m Science Now: STEM Competition

m Science Now: Student Idea
May Work in groups or individually

m Subject to change if grop is not working well together
Choosing only one of three different project options, students have
their 170 total school days to complete and present their work.
Their job is to read, understand and select from four choices.
Detail of each project (requiremnts, due dates, etc) can be found on
their Google Classroom and Science Website



Attendance

« Late

* Absences

* Leaving early
* Family trips



Although technology such as phones, ear buds, and chromebooks
are amazing, they can be a HUGE distraction in the classroom. To
balance the importance of devices is a critical skill to learn

Phones
m Keep in locker
m If bring to the lab and store in slots
m If | see them in their pockets, | will hold onto them until
the end of class, regardless if the have used them or not
and a write-up
m Ear Things: Pods, etc
m  Only with permission
m Stored in slots
Chromebooks
m Store under lab table when not in use

Other



Resources

Text: Physical Science: McGraw Hill ~ PHYSICAL
m All students should have a copy ¢
(hopefully at home)
Lab Book
Google Classroom
8th Grade Website
Various Websites: Quia, Quizlet,




General Instruction

Direct Instruction: Large Group
Small Group Guidance/Instruction
Individual Instruction

Students will have the opportunity
to work in groups for most labs,
projects, and presentations.



Office Hours:
Extra Help

Office Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday
7:30 to 8:00 am (by appointment)

or
Advisory time



Accountability Form:

Please sign and return.



“hank_

Any questions?

Email: wastler@bfacademy.org
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